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To: 
Bishops <bishops@cccb.ca>

Your Eminence / Your Excellencies:

The Board of Directors of the Catholic Organization for Life and Family

(COLF) would like to suggest to CCCB members that they once again encourage Catholics to be involved in the public debate around Bill C-384, /An Act to Amend the Criminal Code (right to die with dignity). 

/It is possible that the pro-euthanasia lobby is hoping, as time goes by, that Canadians will become less interested in these matters and so it might be easier for euthanasia and assisted suicide to be legalized in Canada.

On March 16, 2010, upon returning from prorogation, Members of Parliament held a new hour of debate on this bill. Now, because of unexpected parliamentary procedures, *the second hour of debate and the vote are expected for April 20-21. In order for the bill to be defeated at that time, it is urgent to ensure that the faithful are aware of the gravity of the situation and to invite them to contact their MPs, even by email.*

To assist you in this, please find attached an outline of the history of Private Members' Bill C-384 and also of the development of this issue in Quebec.

You may also wish to inform your parishes and diocesan offices that the following COLF publications and electronic documents are still available and present invaluable information on these issues. They are free for downloading and can be found on the COLF website (www.colf.ca):

1. "Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: Why Not? - Quick Answers to Common Arguments"

2. "Stop Bill C-384 - Speak Up Now!" (bulletin insert)

3. "Legalized Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: What Would It Mean For You?" (bulletin insert)

4. "Life in the Balance" (Workshop guide on euthanasia and assisted suicide)

Also available from the COLF office (email colf@colf.ca <mailto:colf@colf.ca> or phone (613) 241-9461, ext. 161):

1. "Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: Urgent Questions" (12 page brochure)

2. "Living, Suffering and Dying… What For?" (leaflet on the Christian meaning of life and suffering)

With prayerful best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ Our Lord,

(Rev. Msgr.) Patrick Powers, P.H.

General Secretary

