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EUTHANASIA AND ASSISTED SUICIDE

A HISTORY OF PRIVATE MEMBER’S BILL C-384
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (Right to die with dignity)
and

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ISSUE IN QUEBEC
May 13, 2009
Tabling of Private Member’s Bill C-384, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (Right to die with dignity), in the House of Commons of the Parliament of Canada, by Ms. Francine Lalonde, MP (Bloc québécois).  If it is adopted, this bill will legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide in Canada.  The situation will then be the same as in Holland.

August
The members of the CCCB are sent a series of documents prepared by COLF to help the faithful to enter effectively into the public debate:
· Summary of Private Member’s Bill C-384
· Arguments for letters written to MPs

· Excerpts from pertinent Church declarations

· Report on the 2nd International Symposium on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide

· “Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: Urgent Questions” brochure
· “Living, Suffering and Dying… what for?” pamphlet
· Guide for a workshop on these issues
In addition to these documents:

· An analysis of Bill C-384 by the Canadian Health Alliance of Canada
· A reflection by the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute on the implications for Canada of the question of assisted suicide considered by British physicians
September 21
CCCB president, Bishop V. James Weisgerber, writes a letter inviting members of Parliament and all Canadians to reflect on the possible consequences of the bill.  In reference to the proponents of euthanasia, he worries that “an unfortunate understanding of compassion has led them to suggest euthanizing the most vulnerable instead of providing them with proper care, effective pain control, and social, emotional and spiritual support until their natural death.”

October 2
First hour of debate.  Two speeches in favour and six speeches in opposition of Bill C-384.
October 13
The Fédération des médecins spécialistes du Québec publicizes a survey to which only 23% of its members replied (its membership does not include palliative care specialists) and affirms that 76% of its members are in favour of euthanasia within a clearly defined legislative framework.
October 15
COLF director, Ms. Michèle Boulva, writes to the members of the House of Commons and to the Senate of Canada to remind them of their crucial responsibility to protect and support the sick, elderly and dying.  She denounces the verbal engineering used by the proponents of euthanasia and assisted suicide and gives three priorities that Canadian society will need to fulfill if it intends to remain just and humane: (1) encourage new research and education on pain relief; (2) provide public funding for more palliative care centers and units in order to ensure that all Canadians have access to end of life care; (3) and develop fiscal measures to allow primary care givers to commit themselves freely to the support of their sick or dying loved ones.
October 29
The Fédération des médecins omnipraticiens du Québec (FMOQ) publicizes its survey according to which 74.1% of respondents support the adoption of a new legislative framework permitting euthanasia.  According to this survey, 71.3% of respondents say they would be ready to use euthanasia in their medical practice if the legislative framework permitted it.  It is worth noting that only 14% of physicians who are members of the FMOQ replied to the survey.
November 3
On the recommendation of its Ethics Committee, the Collège des médecins du Québec recommends that “the question of euthanasia … be integrated as a part of appropriate end-of-life care as soon as possible.”  It believes that euthanasia could be the final stage of “quality care”: “There are exceptional situations where euthanasia could be considered by patients and their loved ones and by doctors and other caregivers as a final step necessary to assure quality care to the very end.”
November 23
The second hour of debate which was supposed to occur on this date is pushed back to December 1st.  At the request of MP Francine Lalonde, it is again pushed back to February 2, 2010, with a vote the following day.  In gaining this time, Ms. Lalonde hopes that some the MPs who are opposed to her bill will change their minds.  At the same time, she encourages public debate.
November
COLF publishes a new electronic document (free to download on its website: www.colf.ca): “Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: Why Not? – Quick Answers to Common Arguments.”  This publication offers brief replies to the major arguments incessantly repeated by proponents of euthanasia and assisted suicide.
December 3
At the request of the Parti Québecois, the Government of Québec decides to hold a public consultation on the “right to die with dignity” (Fall 2010).  The National Assembly’s Commission of Health and Social Services initially plans to meet with experts on the issue, before writing the document that will serve as the basis of its consultation.
December 30
Prorogation of the Federal Government until March 3, 2010.  All government bills that have not received Royal Assent prior to prorogation cease to exist, but the Standing Orders provide for the automatic reinstatement of all items of Private Members' Business (including Private Members’ Bill C-384).  Private Members’ bills return once again to the first hour of debate stage.
February-March 2010
The Commission of Health and Social Services of Quebec organizes hearings and invites some thirty experts to present their point of view “on the question of the right to die with dignity.”

March 16
First hour of debate on Bill C-384.  The second hour of debate and the vote can be expected to take place in May. At that time, if the vote is affirmative, Bill C-384 will be sent to a committee which will review research and hear statements from designated groups and persons.  Once possible amendments are made, the bill will return to the House of Commons in November 2010, at the earliest, for the final vote.  If it is then adopted, it will be sent to the Senate.  It seems, however, that the bill will be defeated since 200 MPs have already made known their intention to oppose it.

Future
The public debate will continue over the course of the months and years to come since the pro-euthanasia lobby is hard at work in Canada, as it is in the rest of the world.  It is therefore necessary to continue to form the consciences of the baptized on these questions and thus to equip them to intervene effectively in the public square and with the media.
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